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ICAR-DGR celebrated 42™ Foundation Day

ICAR- DGR celebrated its 42nd Foundation Day on O1st
October, 2021. Dr. S.K. Bera, Director (A), ICAR-DGR
gave the opening remarks and mentioned about the
history and recent achievements of DGR. Guest of
Honor of the function, Dr. Narendra Kumar Gontia,
Principal & Dean, College of Agricultural Engineering
and Technology, Junagadh Agricultural University
highlighted the need to reduce the import dependence on
edible oils and emphasized on value addition at the
farmer's level to improve the farm income. Chief Guest
of the function, Prof. (Dr.) Chetan Trivedi, Vice
Chancellor, Bhakta Kavi Narsinh Mehta University
spoke about the ethics of working in the organization like
dedication, punctuality, sincerity, devotion to work and
self-satisfaction which will improve the organization
output. He also emphasized on the need to spread the
scientific achievements through social media for quick
uptake by the stakeholders. Six employees of DGR were
felicitated for their forthcoming superannuation.
Overall, the program was a grand success.
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Webinar organized by ICAR-DGR on “Comprehen-
sive nutritional composition of oilseeds and fatty acid
profile of edible oils available in the Indian market”
on 5" October, 2021

Under the aegis of “Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav”,
celebrating 75 years of Independence of India, a webinar
was organized by ICAR-DGR on the topic
“Comprehensive nutritional composition of oilseeds and
fatty acid profile of edible oils available in the Indian
market” on 5" October, 2021. The lecture was delivered
by Dr. Paras Sharma, Scientist 'C', ICMR- National
Institute of Nutrition, Hyderabad. The Panelists for the
webinar were Prof. Govind Singh, Hon'ble Vice
Chancellor, Madhav University, Rajasthan; Dr. J.B.
Misra, Technical Advisor, IOPEPC, Mumbai and Dr.
Vineet Sharma, Principal Scientist, Biochemistry,
ICAR- IISR, Indore. The webinar was organized by Dr.
Rinku Dey, Dr. M.K. Mahatma, Dr. Sushmita Singh and
Dr. Kirti Rani. The lecture was very informative and
interactive and was attended by a large number of
participants from the ICAR institutes all across the
country and was a great success.

Biological control of Aphids

Aphids are one of the sucking pests of groundnut. They
suck the sap from both stem and leaves. Aphids are often
seen in groups of thousands causing damage to the crop.
Their infestation mainly starts from the tender buds and
during severe infestation they spread to all parts of the
crop. They are mainly transported by ants to different
plant parts. Aphids can be easily identified by observing
pair of cornicles on the dorsal surface of their fifth
abdominal segment. These aphids can be easily managed
by biological control agents like Lady bird beetles. Lady
bird beetles are predators found naturally feeding on the
colony of aphids. Both adult and grubs feed thousands of
aphids in a single day and provide an effective control.
During this kharif 2021 we noticed this phenomenon of
natural biological control of aphids by lady bird beetles
in Entomology experimental plots.
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World food day and 'Mahila Kisan Divas' organized
atICAR-DGR on 16" October, 2021

ICAR-Directorate of Groundnut Research organized one
day “Kisan gosthi, Exhibition and Field Day” on 16
October 2021 to celebrate “Mahila Kisan Divas” and
“World food day” as a part of celebration of “Azadi ka
Amrut Mahotsav”. In this program around 27 SC women
farmers from Bilkha Village, 13 SC women farmers from
Indra Village, Junagadh District, had participated. Dr.
Harish G was Convener, Shri Ananth Kurella and Dr.
Sushmita were Co-conveners of this program. Lectures
were organized on food and nutritional values of
groundnut. The program began with ICAR song
followed by a short video on groundnut production
technologies shown to farmers. Dr. Sushmita Singh gave
lecture on Nutritional values of groundnut and their by-
products and Dr. Kirti Rani explained about High oleic
groundnut lines for food and nutritional security. Dr. PV
Zala explained about importance of health, hygiene and
nutrition in daily life (in Gujarati).

After the lectures, farmers were taken to exhibition hall
of ICAR-DGR, where Dr. Papa Rao (Convener) and Dr.
Kiran Kumar Reddy, Dr. Chandramohan (Co-convener)
explained about the varieties and technologies displayed
in the exhibition hall.

Farmers were taken to seed production plots of Girnar 4
and 5 where Dr. Kirti Rani explained about importance of
these varieties in field, and then farmers also visited GRS
plots where more than thousand germplasm were sown.
Farmers were very enthusiastic and interacted with
scientists regarding varieties and their yield potential.
The concluding remarks were given by Director, DGR
and the program ended with distribution of farm kits to
the SC farmers.
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Two field days organized in Toraniya village on
16.10.21 and 21.10.21

Two field days were organized in Toraniya village by
ICAR-DGR on 16.10.21 and 21.10.21. Team consisting of
Dr. SK Bera, KK Reddy and Sh. PV Zala visited the
demonstration plots of FLLD's (Front line demonstrations)
in Toraniya village having the Girnar-4 variety. Farmers
enquired about the specialty of Girnar-4 along with
different crop production practices. There was a very good
response for the variety by the farmers and they were very
eager to cultivate it. Dr. KK Reddy and Sh. PV Zala
explained about the importance of high oleic acid
groundnut varieties in human nutrition and health. Dr. SK
Bera explained about the plant growth characteristics,
yield attributes of Girnar-4 in relation to other prominent
groundnut cultivars like GG-20 and GJG-22. About 40
farmers participated in the entire event

¥ 9907
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Rastriya Ekta Diwas (National Unity Day) celebrated
atICAR-DGR on 31" October 2021

National Unity Day was celebrated at ICAR-DGR on 31"
October 2021. National Unity Day is celebrated by
ICAR-DGR every year to pay tributes to veteran
freedom fighter Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, who was the
first Home Minister and Deputy Prime Minister of
independent India and played an important role in the
integration of many Indian princely states to make an
Indian federation. The programme started with the
pledge of Rashtriya Ekta Diwas by the DGR staff. About
35 participants actively participated in bicycle and cycle
rally held during the event.

Vigilance Awareness Week Celebrated at ICAR-DGR
Vigilance Awareness Week was celebrated at ICAR-
DGR from 26.10.2021 to 01.11.2021. The vigilance
week started with pledge taking ceremony by Dr. C.S
Praharaj, Principal Scientist, Crop Production, ICAR-
DGR and DGR staff on 26.10.2021. On 27.10.2021, a
talk on “preventive vigilance” was given by Sh. Rami
Reddy, Manager (Admin.), CAO, DAE, NIRD,
Hyderabad. On 28.10.21, a talk on “Purchase
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Procedures” was given by Sh. Z.H. Khilji, CFAO,
NAARM, Hyderabad. On 29.10.21, an elocution
competition on “Independent India @75: Self Reliance
with Integrity”, was held, in which around 25 staff
participated. On 30.10.21, essay writing competition on
“Self Reliance with Integrity” was held, in which about
22 staff participated. The closing ceremony was held on
01.11.21, in which the winners were given prizes and the
programme ended with the concluding remarks by Dr.
KK Pal, Vigilance Officer, ICAR-DGR.

Climate Resilient Sustainable Agriculture Through
Low-cost Natural Farming in Groundnut Based
Cropping System

Natural Farming

Natural Farming (NF) or zero budget natural farming
(ZBNF) practices could be seen as one of the alternative
options for the producers and the consumers as well for
chemical-free produce. Thus, NF produce be recognized
as niche product and may be encouraged through cluster-
farming (FPOs) to have better traceability/scalability of
the produce. The practice advocates 100 % elimination of
synthetic chemical inputs (fertilizer and pesticides) and
encourages the application of natural mixtures made
using cow dung, cow urine, jaggery, pulse flour etc.,
mulching practices, and symbiotic intercropping. These
practices have four aspects/pillars viz., Jeevamrutha
(cowdung based crop nutrition), Bijamrita (seed
treatment), Acchadana (mulching) and Whapasa
(efficient and less irrigation) are integral to it (ZBNF).
"Zero budget' does not literally mean that costs are 'zero',
but it implies that the need for external financing is zero,
and that any costs incurred can be offset by a diversified
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source of income which comes via farm diversification
rather than dependence on monoculture. Therefore,
scientific evidences need to be generated before scaling
out in different agro-climatic regions with different crop
combinations for its long-term sustainability.

Keeping these in view, an experiment has been initiated
at ICAR-DGR, Junagadh from summer/spring 2022
following sowing of exhaustive crop of pearl millet
which will be followed by a groundnut (kharif) — wheat
(Rabi) cropping system involving 3 farming practices 1)
Conventional Farming 2) Natural Farming, and 3)
Organic Farming. Experimentation will be continued for
2-3 years for initial stabilization for farming & tillage
treatments; and later irrigation (line-source sprinklers)
treatments will be superimposed. Both Habit group
(Spanish TG37A & Virginia bunch -GJG 22) varieties
will be tried. Later on, varietal screening will also be
taken up. This will be taken up in prevailing agro-
ecosystem involving medium black calcareous soil under
Southern Saurashtra Agro-climatic Zone of Gujarat.

Bridging the yield gap (yield maximization)

Another experiment involving yield maximization in
groundnut has been taken up during summer/spring 2022
at ICAR-DGR, Junagadh and two of AICRP centers in
Tamil Nadu and Gujarat. Here, three distinct treatments
viz., control (Farmer practice), practice adopted by
progressive farmers' and improved practice are to be
evaluated for yield maximization involving both Spanish
and Virginia habit groups during spring/summer season.

Inputs: Dr. Chandra Sekhar Praharaj
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Swachhata Pakhwada organized at ICAR-DGR
during 16-31st December 2021

“Swachhta Pakhwada” was organized during 16-31"
December, 2021, at ICAR- DGR. The fortnightly

programme was coordinated by Dr. C.S. Praharaj, PS
(Agronomy), ICAR- DGR. The first day started with
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HEA@quT Tiafateat i & T2 | "wF=gdr: @eT
Strae sfie & fore =8 I &1 Ta=g a9 fAws 9% uE
T TaArREr &1 s smase G T, S
STl ITTATRET 7 7oH7, 5T =i T &t &
fore sfaeret it | =7 e & FH=arl F € 3Te
F AT AN o7 S Wl aRadrgE@® A
F T | FHTIT gHRE 31 feEay, 2021 Fr s
T | T FeameE F wE=Er & At
FHATTAETEET AT FqrosE &7 F R e & o
e (Tt s = fEsrarett & form) s e o
et o 10, TR oTTHaTY U 9% 7T |
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Swachhta pledge by the DGR staff and then a sequence of
activities was undertaken daily. The DGR staff
participated with full enthusiasm and ensured cleaning in
office premises, guest house area, residential area and
children park. There were a number of other important
activities like creating awareness about tree plantation,
sanitization, mask distributions and waste management.
A quiz competition was also organized on the theme
“Cleanliness: Make this planet cleaner to live life
healthier” wherein enthusiastic participants competed
for the first, second and third prizes. The DGR staff
participated with full enthusiasm and the quiz was
successfully conducted. The concluding function was
organized on 31" December, 2021. Prizes (for the
winners of Quiz competition) and certificates for
satisfactory completion of various work/activities were
distributed to the staff of DGR family and the programme
was a grand success.

% 1CAR-Directorate of Groundnut Research ‘u

S5 Junagadh, Gujarat '-‘J
ol
Quiz Competition
on

"Cleanliness: Make this planet cleaner to
live life healthier"

Date: 27.12.2021 & Time: 3.00 pm onwards

Venve: Conference Hall

Coordinators
Dr. Sushmita & Dr. Kirti Rani
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HIRSTT-TTHeAT  FTee oo & Jmi-est o
Trrsﬁmn Wﬁ"ﬁmﬁmﬁm fom w
Mﬁammﬁm%w

et 22 faFaw 2021 #it i, e 7 "faeeT |
A TAITAT U TE FEATAT Argriorg 7 7 off, fiw
THH ATFTIT-HITRA T STTHETT (A9 (SF UH. &, a7,
ST ELI9T ST, ST =1 o6, . TgT) & asATah! § 9T o7 | I8
FTHLTTAT FH ®F | HIU AT 6T e 107 FATAT, T
FLARTL TAT [T T FIT AT 6l 7% T | o,
HET TR ST TTSTEAT o FIY (Hershi g faere, e
BT HITRAT, AT, YOI ST FTH T o0l ACHAHIAT I
Ttaedize seqiaat &F T2 | B aremy e,
ST TR i st srferrfeat § 2aqe fora T | et
AT AT TTAT T AT TSI TG Bl o, &3 & [T T |

Conference/ Webinars/ Workshop attended
Dr. C.S. Praharaj

® Presented a paper in International Conference on
"Integrated agriculture, natural farming, biodiversity
conservation and rural bio-entrepreneurship under
changing climate scenario” held at COA, CAU,
Kyrdemkulai (Near Shillong), Meghalaya, India
during December 7-9, 2021 and presented a lead
paper and acted as a convener of a session (Organized
by NAAS Regional Chapter-Barapani, Meghalaya,
International Union of Organic Agriculture, Shillong
and CoA, CAU, Kyrdemkulai, Meghalaya).

® Participated in Review Meeting of AICRP on
Groundnut organized by ICAR-DGR, Junagadh on
02.12.2021.

® Participated/ Presented a paper in 5" International
Agronomy Congress (IAC) 2021 on "Agri-
Innovations to combat food and nutritional
challenges” held at PJTSAU, Hyderabad, Telangana,
India during November 23-27,2021

Dr. Harish G

m Attended VI" International Conference in Hybrid
Mode on Global research initiatives for sustainable
agriculture and allied sciences (GRISAAS-2021),
December 13-15, 2021 at SKRAU, Bikaner
(Rajasthan), organized by Society for Scientific
Development in Agriculture and Technology, Meerut,
Uttar Pradesh

®  Attended national workshop on “Self-sufficiency on
oilseeds” at Gandhinagar, Gujarat on 22.12.2021
organized by Government of Gujarat

B Attended International Webinar Conference on
"Alternate Cropping Systems for Climate Change
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National workshop on “Self-sufficiency in oilseeds’ at
Gandhinagar, Gujarat attended by scientists from
ICAR-DGRon 22.12.2021

The National workshop on “Self-sufficiency in oilseeds”
was held at Gandhinagar, Gujarat on 22.12.2021, and
was attended by scientists from ICAR-DGR (Dr. SK
Bera, Dr. Harish G and Dr. KK Reddy). This workshop
was jointly organized by Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare, Govt. of India and Govt. of Gujarat.
There were PowerPoint presentations on self-sufficiency
of oilseeds, especially, groundnut, soybean, rapeseed and
mustard by directors of Agricultures of Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan. Inputs of various ICAR
Institutes, trade representatives and other officials were
recorded.

and Resource Conservation" from 29 September to 01
October 2021, organized by ICAR-Indian Institute of
Farming Systems Research Modipuram, Meerut

®m  Attended International webinar on "Fighting the
Hunger using Smart Technology" through virtual
mode on 26.10.2021, organized by ICAR-IIOPR,
Pedavegi, Andhra Pradesh

Dr. Sushmita Singh

®m  Attended National Conference of Plant Physiology
on “Frontiers of Plant Physiology for Climate Smart
Agriculture” December 09-11, 2021, organized by
ICAR-National Institute of Abiotic Stress
Management, Baramati, Pune and Indian Society for
Plant Physiology, New Delhi.

Dr. GA Rajanna

® QOral presentation in Fifth International Agronomy
Congress (IAC) on “Agri-Innovations to Combat
Food and Nutrition Challenges” from 23-27
November 2021 held at PJITSAU, Hyderabad,
Telangana, India.

Dr. Praveen Kona

® Given virtual oral presentation on the topic
"Influences of genotype and location interactions on
agronomical and biochemical traits of groundnut" in
the Global Research Initiatives for Sustainable
Agriculture & Allied Sciences (GRISAAS-2021)
held on 13—-15 December, 2021 at SKRAU Bikaner,
Rajasthan, India.

®m  Attended a conference on "Enhancing the Role of
Cooperatives in Seed Sector" under the Co-
Chairmanship of Secretary, DA&FW and Secretary,
Cooperation in NASC-Complex, PUSA, New Delhi,
Indiain virtual mode held on 23.11.2021.
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Awards & Recognitions
Dr C.S. Praharaj

®m Received ISA GOLD MEDAL AWARD (2018) for
outstanding contribution in research in Agronomy
Discipline by Indian Society of Agronomy) and was
conferred on him during 5"International Agronomy
Congress held at PJTSAU, Hyderabad during
November23-27,2021.

m Received FIRST BEST PAPER AWARD (POSTER)
at National Web Conference on “Sustaining Pulses
Production for Self-sufficiency and Nutritional
Security” at ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur during February 9-
11,2021 on an article “Status of Farm Mechanization
for different operations in pulses” by Man Mohan
Deo, PrasoonVerma and CS Praharaj on the eve of
Pulse WebCon 2021 organized by ISPRD & ICAR-
ITPR, Kanpur and ICAR, New Delhi.

® Received REVIEWER EXCELLENCE AWARD
(2021) in recognition of significant and outstanding
contribution to the Journals viz., Indian Journal of
Agricultural Research and Legume Research- An
International Journal (Certificate received from the
Editors of ARCC Journals of Agricultural Research
Communication Centre, Karnal, Haryana).

Dr. Harish G.

® Best Oral Presentation Award for “Studies on
population build up and damage potential of major
stored grain insect pest” in the International web

Trainings/ workshops organized
Dr C.S. Praharaj

® Coordinated Kisan Diwas— Celebration of special
day organized by ICAR-DGR, Junagadh on
23.12.2021 at Mithapur Village under MGMG,
Junagadh, Gujarat where more than 70 people
including 60 Farmers participated. The meeting was
attended by scientists and staff of ICAR-DGR,
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Conference on Global Research Initiatives on
Sustainable Agriculture & Allied Sciences
(GRISAAS-2021) held during 13-15th December,
2021, organized by Society for Scientific
Development in Agriculture and Technology Meerut,
Uttar Pradesh

Dr. GA Rajanna

B Received best oral/rapid fire award in Fifth

International Agronomy Congress (IAC) on “Agri-
Innovations to Combat Food and Nutrition
Challenges” from 23-27 November 2021 held at
PJTSAU, Hyderabad, Telangana, India.

Dr. Praveen Kona

m Registered PBS 29079B genotype as novel source for

high Hundred Kernel Weight (85.36 g) under Plant
germplasm registration committee of ICAR on 24"
December, 2021

Member-Secretary
PGRC

Certificate
Plant Germplasm Registration

1t is certified that germplasm PBS 290798 of Groundmul {(INGHZ122Y) developed by
Kona Praveen . Gangadiara K., Apay BC, Narendra Koanar, SKE Dere, AL Rarthnakamar,
Radhakrishaan §, Kirti Roul, Dagla MO, Hariprasanna K, Masivel P, Mathor KK, Chani Lai
and HK Gor
ICAR-Directaraie of Gromudnut Research, Juragadh, Grjarar
has heen registered by Plant Germplasm Registration Commioee (PGRO) of Indian Council

ol Agriculiurul Research on December 24, 2021,
) o

Chairman, PGRC
DDG (C5) ICAR

Veeu_s Ilb‘-"—f;"' 2

Junagadh, Village Pradhan and farmers from
Mithapur and nearby villages following Covid
Guidelines. The discussion included awareness on
swachhata, prevention against corona pandemic,
vaccination, cultivation of crops including groundnut
and avenues aiming at doubling farm income through
crop and animal husbandries and agri-business
enterprises. Face masks were also distributed to the
farmers.

Smentlsts Farmers Interphase Meeting on Swachhata Awareness held at Mithapur Village, Junagadh on 23. 12 2021
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Dr. Harish G

® Organized one day “Kisan gosthi, Exhibition and
Field day” on 16 October 2021 to celebrate “Mahila
Kisan Divas” and “World food day” under Azadi ka
Amrut Mahotsav.
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Dr. Sushmita Singh

® Three-day training programme-cum Kisan Goshti on

"Improved production practices for remunerative
kharif groundnut" from 27-29" July, 2021.

Joining/ Transfer/Superannuation

HTIWR TE0T - New Joining / Appointment

LT AT S THE, TATAHT,
WW—@ \_r“?:ﬂ_{, SGINIC
Dr. Chandra Sekhar Praharaj,

Principal Scientist and Head,
Agronomy, [CAR-DGR

A HTTAT-ATS AN, FIAIL & TATATALT
(ATSHTTAT-SISA AT § FTHATE AT T it At
04.10.2021)

Transferred from ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur
(Date of Joining at ICAR- DGR: 04.10.2021)

TATATANE - Transfers

ST, 7RI o WETeHT,
T AT, ITET S LTI,
Dr. Mahesh K Mahatma,

Principal Scientist, Plant Biochemistry,
ICAR- DGR, Junagadh

oft ggrar Hiom,
ERICIEEACIPEIETH
Sh. Indraraj Meena,

Administrative Officer,
ICAR-DGR, Junagadh

ot arfera AR,
o wa T sAfaar,
Sh. Amit Kumar,

Finance and Accounts Officer,
ICAR-DGR, Junagadh

AEHTAT- THAHTHUH, SASTHT | ST
(femT=-08.10.2021)

Transferred to [CAR- NRCSS, Ajmer
(Date- 08.10.2021)

ATHATT-FISS, ST H T
(femT=-13.10.2021)

Transferred to ICAR-CAZRI, Jodhpur (Rajasthan)
(Date-13.10.2021)

AEHTTAT-STALTHAL, ALY (TTST#4T) §
AT (fRAi-14.10.2021)

Transferred to ICAR-DRMR, Bharatpur (Rajasthan)
(Date - 14.10.2021)

gar-faf - Superannuation

ft Ut.u. Areieh,
ERLAECIED LT
Shree P.N. Solanki,

Upper Division Clerk,
ICAR- DGR, Junagadh

Tartea i fafer 31.12.2021

Superannuation date 31.12.2021
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